
   Museum newsletter

Motueka District  Museum  Newsletter  140 High Street, Motueka  Phone 528 7660

October  2011

A Summary of  
news and views 
from our local 

museum
Keeping Trust members in Touch 
with Events at our Museum

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

CURATORÕS PATCH
Pauline reports in on events at the Museum

See Page 2

COMING UP
Plans for future exhibitions
K J HolyoakeÕs Christening Gown

See Page 2

CADILLAC ADVENTURES
What’s a Name like Lassie?  Awards and 
rewards    See Page 3

MUSEUM BOARD
New Board Members 

    See Page  4

SPONSORSHIP INSERT

Get In Behind The Sponsorship Scheme To Keep The 
Cadillac Running And Viable - See The Form For Details

INSIDE
Read about the 

events at the 
museum

S P R I N G ! ! !
The News from 

MOTUEKA DISTRICT MUSEUM

140 High Street
MotuekaTELEPHONE

(03) 528 7660 EMAIL
savepast@ihug.co.nz

VOLUME 5  No. 2

MOTUEKA 

Best  Wishes  to one of our stalwarts who 
have not been in the best of  Health lately.
We are thinking of  you.
Patsy OÕShea

Styles of Architecture 
are the Giveaway.  How 
did these iconic 
buildings experience 
such radical changes of  
use?  This Spring 
Exhibition has offered 
us some new insights 
into church architecture 
and how it has been 
adapted successfully to 
new purposes. Don’t 
miss it!

CONVERTS
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CURRENT 
EXHIBITIONS

 Our spring exhibition is 
now open. “CONVERTED” 
is about three churches that 
now serve a new purpose,  

Many people are aware, 
because of their distinctive 
architecture, that there are 

buildings in our district 
serving new purposes, but 
are unsure of their history.  
Chanel Arts Centre, has 
kept its name, but “The 
Gothic” restaurant  also 

looks like a church.  What 
was its history?  Out at 

Riwaka there is yet another 
church which serves a very 

different purpose today.  
These three are the focus 
of the exhibition.  It is most 

attractively presented. 
There is much to learn.

UP IN THE AIR!
Summer will be about our 

little airport, which has a lot 
of history. Hopefully there 

will be something for 
everyone.

SUMMER HOURS
 will commence on 12th 

December 
10.00 - 4.00 pm with arrival of  

the Summer Exhibition

ince my last input, 
there has been a 
photographic 
exhibition courtesy 
of Senior Net 
Digital Photo group 

Ð this has turned into an annual 
event and is very well received by 
participants and viewers alike. I 
must admit to looking round the 
photographs everyday, seeing 
something new each time.
We had our usual August closure Ð a 
chance for Jen and I to get a few 
jobs done that canÕt really be done if 
we are open. It was hoped to have 
our new Taonga display cases 
installed during this time, but that 
was not to be. They are here now 
though and look great Ð Jen is 
working hard on oiling the wood, 
then it will be a case of getting the 
Taonga into drawers and the 
cabinets filled. It will take some 
time to complete but I know it will 
all be worth it once done.

Then our summer exhibition on 
Motueka Aerodrome will open Ð at 
this stage it should be ready for 
Monday 12 December and run until 
the end of June 2012.
It is intended to make it a fun 
exhibition with activities for the 
children and young at heart.

Don’t forget this is YOUR museum, 
both by being a member and 
through rates. We welcome ideas for 
future exhibitions and displays
and photographs will be gratefully 
accepted.

Curator Pauline Westall 

S

MOTUEKA CORDIALS co.  Thanks 
to another avid collector in the North 
Island, we now have a soda fountain 

from our own cordial company

Keith HolyoakeÕs 
christening gown.  
We have the entire 
outÞt, but this is just 
the cute bonnet that 
he wore! Thanks to 
his daughter for 
t h i s .  P r o p e r 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 
measures have been 
taken to ensure its 
stable condition.
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Lassie’s Diary continues…….

On a recent outing to Kaiteriteri Beach for a 
run Lassie created quite a sensation.  Firstly, a 
woman tourist from Europe came over and 
using mime and gestures asked if we would 
take some photos of her with Lassie. She had 
no English but was so excited about seeing 
Lassie, I took several photos for her, I gather 
for the folks at home.

We were just recovering from that encounter 
when a young American man came over and 
asked if he could have a look. Sure we said. 
Well, he climbed under in the sand, opened up 
the motor and examined everything. Humming 
and aahing all the time. Asked me a few tricky 
questions re Lassie’s technical details and 
then carried on examining everything he could, 
under, in and over. Once he had finished we 
stopped and chatted. I explained where the car 
came from and its provenance and that it was 
now owned by the Museum Trust. Then it was 
his turn to tell all. It turned out that he worked 
for General Motors in America – his main job 
was restoring vintage Cadillacs. He was over 
the moon to find Lassie in original condition, 
still being driven and used.  Although she has, 

A  Quarter of a Century
Next year for our spring and summer exhibitions we will be 
concentrating on the museum and the building itself Ð the 
museum is 25 years old and the building turns 100 in January 
2013. Consequently I am putting out feelers for any memories 
you have if you went to school here or were involved in the 
early days of the museum and you would be happy to share. 
Anecdotes and photographs will be gratefully accepted.

at some stage, had a repaint and been re-
upholstered, it was the first original 
condition vintage Cadillac still on the road 
and being used that he had ever seen.  He 
also took heaps of photos.      
Wassername?  How did Lassie get her name?  
Probably through the model name La Salle.  
This is taken from the great French explorer who 
journeyed through much of the interior of 
America, and influenced the settlement of 
Southern USA by French people.  It is worth a 
good look on Google.  
Safe resting Place Needed.  We really do need a 
permanent, safe place for this valuable vehicle.  
If you have a space at your place, please let Jen 
Calder know urgently, or just phone the 
Museum.

 

Lassie’s Diary
BERT HICKMOTT’S 1929 CADILLAC LA SALLE

BEQUEATHED TO THE MUSEUM FOR THE PEOPLE OF MOTUEKA

Bill Nugent, Margaret Woodley and Jen Calder 
with their CertiÞcate of Appreciation for the 
work on the Cadillac.  Well done! 
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Welcome to the Museum 
Pamphlet

Take a look at the new leaßet 
describing the MuseumÕs 
facilities.  It is now available at 
the Front Desk, and will also be 
on display at the I-Site  and other 
venues around town.
Another way of attracting visitors 
and residents to our lovely little 
museum.

The Museum
140 High Street
Motueka
Phone: 03 528 7660
Fax:     03 528 7660
email: savepast@ihug.co.nz
Board Chairman  Jennifer Stillwell
Deputy Chairman  Patsy OÕShea
Secretary/Treasurer Jen Calder
Museum Curator Pauline Westall
Volunteer Roster  John Attree
Honorary Auditor John Murphy
Patrons : Peter Assaf

!      John Hurley
Board members
Malcolm Garrett
Ian Belcher
Pat OÕShea
Lois Walker
John Westall
Margaret Woodley
MCB Rep. David Ogilvie
TDC Rep. Eileen Wilkins
Historical Assn. Rep Tim Rich
Iwi Rep.  Joy Sturrock

Motueka & Districts Museum Trust Inc
SAVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE

Thanks, Bill
Bill Nugent has resigned from the Board after long 
service.  He has worked hard on the Cadillac project, 
and will continue to be a front desk Volunteer.   

The Trust Board

The Motueka & District Museum Trust 
Board acts as the governing body for the 
Motueka District Museum, which occupies 
the old High School Building.  This is a 
designated Historic Building and is owned 
by the Tasman District Council.
Funding for the Museum comes from an 
annual grant from the TDC, supplemented 
by donations, grants for special projects, 
and fund-raising.  Meetings are held 
monthly on 2nd Monday of  the month at 
2.00 pm.
If  you wish to be come a member of  the 
Museum Trust, membership forms are 
available at the Museum front Desk, or you 
can simply phone in  with your name, 
address, contact details including email 
address where applicable. membership for 
individuals: $5.00 PA. and for families: 
$10.00

NEW VOLUNTEERS
Thanks to the following for bringing a few fresh faces to 
the Front Desk: 
Lorraine Luckman, Marilyn Burrows
Your contributions are really appreciated!

Look for our membership and 
sponsorship form inserted in this 
newsletter.  Please think how you can 
help.

CHANGES AT THE BOARD 

TABLE

Board Chair, Jennifer Stilwell, is very 

happy to announce some new faces at the 
Board table.

Tim Rich assumes the role of  Historical 
Association Rep.  Tim has been an avid 

collector most of  his life, starting with 

stamps and coins, but since living at Little 
Kaiteriteri in the last stages of  the 20th 

Century, he has made a study of  the 
natural and pre-European history of  the 

district.  Over the last 13 years he has 

amassed and catalogued an extensive 
collection of  stone artifacts mainly from 

the beach north of  Motueka.
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